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To s -e it simply, Roger Hilsman’s bock ! - . : STAT
is inu.spensable to an understanding of | AN U H . o
American foreign pqlicy, as it was, as it is, fénseDe artment approach which sees the . P
a_ngi a3 e" will be. ;t is a work of solid schgl- Vietnampwar as overridingly military. To :
; @1enip. S0 as not to put off any potential i meet the guerrilla threat in South Vietnam
- rendery, the book is fascinating reading and are needed ‘‘reformers to reorganize mass |
. superb reporting of events we have lived | o oc and social and. political. programs
- through this past decade. ithat could become the basis of moderniza-
_As 2 high-ranking State Department exec *tion.” But Mr. Hilsman lost his argument ; ;
utive during the Kennedy and for part of the :to Secretary McNamara and the Join
Johnson administration, Mr. Hilsman de- 'Chiefs of Stafl even though President Ken--
scribes in extraordinary and vivid I-was- ' nedy personally supported counterinsur-
there detail seven foreign policy crises — : gency training and planning. Thus far the
the Bay of Pigs, the Cuban missile crisis, ~ Pentagon policy of bombing the north and
Laos, Congo, Indonesia and Malaysia, China !enemy bases in the south seems to have {
and, of course, South Vietnam. Each of ' cost the lives of American ;lots and planes ’
these recitals could easily stand up as a, without bringing “‘victory’ nearer. Anyone '
book in itself. The actors in his foreign| who wants further documentation of "Mr. |
policy sub-system comprise two heroes, |: Hilsman's thesis ought to read Robert Shap- i
. President Kennedy and Robert F. Kennedy. ' len’s valuable bodk, “The Lost Revolution.” !
" His **villains” are, first and foremost, Secre- \ 3. Hilsman is at his best in his conspecs S
. tary of State Rusk and, second,. Defense ' 4,5 of “‘secret intelligénce in a free society,” :
| Secretary McNamara and the Joint Chiels , e title of one of his chapters, Ho quickly !
wof Staff. ] . - * “disposes of several popular arguments :
¢ #1t is difficult to fault MF. Hilsman who, :againstéflelligence and its operating arim, ;
| far more than most critics of foreign policy, |the CIA, with this statement: “So long ans//'
“ has high}y authoritative credentxgls as 2. ithe Communists themselyes are openly. a J!
West_Pointer, a combat officer in World | tagonistic-to the reitl of the world, as they'
‘War II, and 1e§der of an OS$ gue_rrllla team iopenly and avewedly are, and so long as'
‘operating behind enemy lines in Burma. {they use the techniques of subversion to,
" Onetime scholar at Princeton’s Center of } bring down governments, which they do and;
- International Studies, he became director .! which they openly and avowedly advocate!
: of the State Department's Bureat_x of Intelli-  doing, then the countries to which-they are|
gence and Research in 1961, and.in 1963 suce, ! so hostile have both a right and a duty 1o
ceeded Averell Harriman as Assistant Sec-’; yge the methods of secret intelligence to pro-,
< satary of State for Far Eastern Affairs. He . fect and defend themselves — where those;
Has written widely on foreign policy. Follow= "' methods are effective and appropriate and;
_ing his resignation from the State Pepart- | for which there iy rlo effective and appropri-|
ment, he became a professor at C lumbia | ate alternative.” : ;
| University's School of International Affairs.” - e e as N L
: S : : v The qualificatiols ig in.the clause beginning
Such is his overtelescoped curnculum vitae, after the dash, for, as Mr. Hilsman says, “in§
“Neither hawk nor dawk’ | the past we have too oiten used secret intel-;
; , . . 1 ligence methods when they were not ef-
' . The author’s world view emphasizes the ! fective and appropriate or when there were|
" urgency of supporting Third World nation-. . effective and appropriate alternatives.” Thel
alist and anticolonial movements regardless | ragult, he states, of overreliance on these!
“of their politically distasteful paths and- l coverf: methods "‘so corroded one of our
aven at the risk of estrangement from our ! major political assets, the belief in Ameri-!
Luropean allies. From such a view arises “-.can intentions’ and integrity, as to nullify |
.the need for policymaking officials who: i yych of the gain.” A
“can grasp the political significance of Com- | . . 0 : |
| munist-directed guerrilla movements, and «The China )*)ra?ilem } .
g_ﬁea{:c:r‘t;l;eoa:,xzx;zgﬁzl‘za:ﬁe};ﬁfltlcal respgnse, the ) . I, have avoided listing the no_w-it-can-}ae-__‘
L . . ; . i!told episodes which are strewn in profusion
. = Mr, Hilsman is neither hawk nor dawk, . throughout the book because to tell them !
| neither dove nor hove. He wants 16 win, 20 ' paqdly would risk distortion of their meaning. 1
: ;s)tatnch‘t}f\e .Cgomm;lmst '“%? magfuth?;:? A:Sm +{{ One story, however, is worth recounting!
.but such victory 1s unachievadle With & Den.: gines it tells a good deal about Secretary
’ ~ . Rusk, with whom Mr. Hilsman disagrees:
':) i strongly on almost every substantive issue’
. vof foreign policy as well as management of‘2
lthe State Department. Mr. Rusk was once ! e d
_iasked if he wanted to go down in history us ; ﬂ'ﬁ!ﬁ'}n

P ,the Secretary of State who had solved the
‘Berlin crisis. He replied: “No, I'm not that ;
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- ceeded in passing the Berlin crisis on to his '
successor.”’ : B
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